- Pp 


Feing 2 (yocumndt Account of his Birth, -Parenrage, Educati 


: 21m am - 


oo 

* 5 
K; 7% 
1 a 
* 7 z 

/ A? E 


6 5 

; 4 - 

— 1 * 
os 

I” 


. ; . — . 1 
going to be marry'd to the King of Perſia) attended by a great Retinue of Ladies? 


x 


* 


3 


nmoſe Secrets ? crys another. And every c, giver himfelf a Liberty eng f 


. 
7 4 9 


th 
we 
4 


— — 


& * f K <> « pe. 1 4 74." "2 8 
5 — — 6 - 1 1» 47 . wry 

; | af | ; | P R i þ . E. 75 — r tz — > * | , 2 * 
3 : The E A 6 "Ot; dy 3 


* * Fr < 
4 ** 
1. 


4 
” 


Cry 
ronfianey had made the devouring Sea rob him +, 
) 


7 


* | W * 
b Hip and Company, into Madagaſcar ; where being had before the Captain ts 
de ex1min'd about his Circumſtances, and the Afairs of Europe, the Captain con. 
rracted ſuch an Fſteem for him, as not only ru offer him a free Refideuce, but porn 
Shave in hig new »reted Government, as be Huld think fit to occept of. Van Bro. 
ck was by ns Mons to ſucur bs Diſfierſure and ill Will by a Denial, wherefore 
be laid held of J Oftr, and war admitted into his moſt ſecret T houzhts; which 
gave him Otcafion to know ſuch a Tart of theſe Memoirs, as Bis Birth, Education 
Arise, &c. which be was 1:44 in Ege-Witneſs to. But as genes and liberal 
Spirits cannot long down with diibonourable Pratices, ſo this Gentlemam could ng 
longer brook an ode mnongft this Neſt of Thieves, than Neceſtty reguird 
at 5 and laying Hold of the Engliſh Eait-India Min, whom the Sequel of theſe. 
Nemoirs will tell us to be difmlſs'd in Siet, with a Letter to the Governor of Fort 
OA Georgr, he got on Hoard with bis Effet: which ronfiſted of Money which A- 
very Bad plentifully ftor'd him with, by Stealth in the Night-Seaſon 5 an fo af. 
rer ſtaying ſore Time in the Engliſh Settlements, got [ifety to Batavia, where hg 
now-lTves poſſeſsd of a very good Poſt, which he wis before recommended ro. Whas 
remains after this, is, to anſwer ſyme Ob1cHtious which may be made t9 the Truth | 
of it, from his mentioning nothing of this in the Body of the Memoirs; and 
2his may be done by referring the Reader to the beſt Writers of this Kind, ſuch us 
Czlar in his Commentaries, &c. who induſtriouſly paſs over what relates to them- 
ſelves, unleſs an abſolute Nereſity requires it. Beſides, it would very much taks 
off from the Opinion of our Author's Fudgment and Qualifications, to introgu: a- 
ny Thing relating to himſelf, in a Hiſtory that treats of nothing but u, able : 
Principles and Practices. To keep the Reader no longer from entering intot! Houſe, 
by detaining him in the Porch, he has nothing to do, but to go in and. make himfel; 
welcome; where, though he will find no Dainties or Luxuriance of Stile to feed up | 
en, he have that the Gods themſelves were pleas'd with at 1 bomely Enterta;s | 
ment at Baucis's and Philemon's, if the Poet faith Truth, by his Super n | 
vultus acceſſere boni. 8 | £ | 


tad. 


* 


| The Life and Adventures of Capt. John Avery, Cc. = 
AS Truth is more neceſſary towards 1 Matters purely hiſtorical, 
| than the Embelliſhments of Stile,; and a naked Simplicity more ſuits this 
Iruth, than thoſe ornamental Advantages which are wanting to fer off Falſe- 
and remantick Relations, the Writer of theſe Memoirs, who is perfect- 
ly well known to the Rrſon that gives Being to em, has thought fit to enter- g 
tain his Reader with none of thoſe Flouriſkes our modern Annaliſts and Hiſio ; 
rians abound with; but without aſſuming to himſelf any of their Airs, lay 
Things before him without any other Dreſs, than the Gentleman he is now g 
ing to treat, had when his Mother firſt brought him into the World. 
Capt. John Avery was born at Plymouth, a noted Sea-Port Town in Devor:. 
Hire, in the Ves - 1553, and rather deſcended from Parents noted for their In- | | 
duſtry, than Biith. His Father had ſpent ſeveral Years of his Life in the Ser 
vice of the Crown, with his Fellow Townſman Admiral Blake; but meetigg | _ 
with little Fucauagement, and finding a total Defection from the Royal Cat 
In the Beginning of the late civil War, choſe rather to abandon his dear 
Friend and Country-man, than his ſevereign Lord, he betook himſelf to t. 
Merchants, under wham, by his prudeat and careful Demeanor, he got a cons 
tent Eſtate, and the Reputation of a very able Sca-man. His Mother, wi 
hr the Care of the young Infant during her Huſband's Abſence in foreign Pat 
was not behind h with him in ber Induſtry at Home, but took ſuch 
of whe Son, as might one Day render him poſſeſs d of the Abilis, of his 7 
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ther; but unfortunately dying while her Huſband was at Sea, and her Son in thi 


6th Year of his Age, left him to the Direction of a Siſter of her's, ane Mrs. Norris? 


who was an Inhabitant of the fame Town with her. This Aunt of his, who. 
was a Widow, and had no Children of her own, furpaſs'4 the Mother (if it 
was poſſihle) in Tokens of Affection; and finding him of a very forward Ge- 
nius, took ſuch Care of his Education, as was proper for a Child of whom the 


had conceiv'd ſueh promiſing Hopes; and having put him to School, had tha | 75 
Satisfaction not only of ſeeing him out- ſtrip thaſe of his own Years, but thofs | 


that had been born ſume Years before him. Bur here, as if Fate pointed out tha 
Grandeur and Wealth which ſhould in Proceſs of Time (unfortunately) arrive 


at, he gave Indications of ſuch a dating and commanding Genius, as wade fomg  - 


of his little School-Fellows very uneaſy, and give in many Complaints againſt - 
him, for vis ryrannical Treatment, Thy? their Complaints were to no Purpoſe, 
Nature had eradicated in him a Thirſt of Empire, and Obedience to his Superi- 
ors, was as little conſonant to his Character, as a moderate and obliguig Beha- 
our to his Inferiors. The Maſter heard and ſaw all this, and chaſtis'd him to ng 
Purpoſe. At laſt, the Father retutn'd Home, and being content with the For- 
tunes he had happily acquir'd, wiſely refolv'd to tempr the Inconſtancy of the 
Seas no more, but to caſt Anchor in a Port that would render him fecure from 
all the Danger the Winds and Waves had before threaten'd him with., To put 
theſe Reſolutions in Practice, he purchas' d upwards of 160 J. a Year, near y- 
month, at a Place call'd Cat- Down, a Sort of an Eminence over-koking an Arm 
of the Sea; which, by irs various Aſcanders and Windings, runs ſeveral Miles 
into the Couitry, and takes its Name from a Mountain or Down, which at onoe 
ſwells above, and defends it from the Inſults of tempeſtuous Weather. 
Here the brave old Man took up his Reſidence ; and after having liv'd to 

ſee the Royal Family reſfor'd iu the Perſon of that auguſt Motiarch, King Charles 
the IId, and his Country deliver'd ff. che Uſurpations it had tyrannically la- 
bour'd under for many Years, ſung his wunc diviiztis, and gave up his Soul, Mar, 
14. 1663, into the Hands of him that gave it him. Now was our young Pi- 
rate juſt entering into the eleventh Year of his Age, and once more under the 
immediate Care of his Aunt, who was appointed for his Guardian, together - 
with Mr. Zart holomew Knowles, a Sea-faring Perſon, who was equally rich 
with old Avery, heit not equally honeſt, as the Sequel will give us to underſtand, 
His Aunt liv'd with him under the Capacity of a Tauſtee for about four Years, 
when being of a yery great Age, ſhe gave Way to the Devlenſions of Nature, 
and paying Obedience to the Laws of Mortality, left this World, and him poſ- 

ſeſs'd of 500 1, more than he had before her Deceaſe. 25 „ 

Mr. Nuowles being now (ole Executor, and thoſe Impediments remoy'd by his 
Aunt's Death, which hinder'd him from putting thoſe evil Deſigns in Practice, 
which he had long projected; what does he to compals em, but by giving Way to 
thoſe Inclinations he ſaw moſt predominant in his arg, encourage him in his 


Deſires to 7 aboard a Fleet of Men of War, that was then going to ſpprefs 


the Neſt of Pirates at Algiers. .fvery, for his Part, took this as an Earheſt of 
his Indulgence ; and being veſted with the Character of a Reformade by the 


King's Letter, he ſet Sail from Plymouth with the Squadron that was order'd out 


tor the Purpoſes before-mention'd; where we ſhall leave him, to ſre how his 

\ Cuardian beſtow'd his Time in his Abſence, who huſbanded it as well as Vil- 

any could inſtruct him, by the following Method: There was a i | 
Attorney, with whom he had contracted an intimate Acquaintance, ( 

4 day F 23 for that's an Appellation no Ways familiar to Men of evil Diſs . 


FPittions and Characters) and who hag as _ 4 Taſte as himſelf of 1 or- 
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Waden -F the Laws of God and Man. This Backſlider, in noverint Univerſis 
knew as well how to forge Deeds, as his Brother in Iniquity how to perſuade 
him to it, and jt took not up muck T abour, but Conveyances were made, ane 
other Inſtruments drawn, which eni: 11 Henle to the Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate 
at (t Down, excluſive of the Jawfiul Proprietor, A hundred Pounds for his 
Pains, remov*d all Ditticulties, and neither the Violation of Things ſacred and | 
eivil, after ſuch a delicate Morſe, put the leaſt Rub in his Way. As for the 
500 J. he had no Manner of Conſultæa tion about getting of them into his Hands 
they were already in em, and a good round Bill of Charges would ſoon make 
him Maſter of that Sum, without any Fear of the Equity of his Ward's Pre- 
1 tences. In the mean while, young Avery fhews an uncommon Readineſs in the 
| Practice of Maritime Affairs, and not only gets into the Eſteem of the Officers . 
of his Majeſty's Ship the Reſolution, which he ſerv'd aboard, but of the Com- 
madore Rear Admiral Low/on, and having exerted an extraordinary Vigor and | 
1 while Algiers was reqdue'd to Realon by the Terror of the Engliſh 1 
Navy, begg'd of his Captain to let him ſerve in the ſame Quality as he did in 
1 . his Ship, aboard another Veſſel that was order'd with three more to be detach'd 
1 for the Veſt Indies, where the Spaniards began to be troubleſome to our foreign 
Plantations; which was immediately granted him, as a Token of good Will that 
Commander bore him, and an Encouragement to his future Progreſs in the Art 
of Navigation, But I muſt not'carry him from aboard the Reſolution, to the 
- Nonfuch, (for that was the Ship he was to go to the Indies in) before J give the 
remarkable Occurrence which claims a Share in this Hiſtory, which is this: It 
being a Cuſtom for the Reformades, eſpecially thoſe which are moſt in the good 
{races of the commanding Officer, to dine with the Captain, it was his good 
Fortune to be one of em, while they were taking in Proviſion at the Port of | 
Cadiz, and the ſecond Lieutenant of the Ship being then invited alſo to Table, 
hey fell to Gaming, as is uſual, for want of other Diverfion, after Dinner, and | 
our yeung Tarpawlin had the Fortune to grip this Officer cf the ready Money 
he was Maſter of, and would not play with him after, as he was defir'd, upon 
Honour, This enrag'd the Lieutenant to the laſt Degiee, who vow'd Revenge, 
not being able to accompliſh it in the Captain's Preſence, where no Breach of the 
Peace was to be committed, and the profoundeſt Reſpect was due. He therefore 
took Occaſion next Mourning to ſhew his Reſentment by a Baſtinado, for a pre- 
tended Neglect in the Reformade's not doing his Duty; who not being able to 
brook a Blow that was given him ſo undeferredly, having watch'd the Lieute- 
nant aſhore, got Leave of his Officer likewiſe to have the Boar mann'd owt and 
30 aſhore, where he found his Antagonift; and af er calling him to Account for 
Satisfaction, had it in wounding him in ſeveral 1 iaces, for which he was con- 
f114 at his returning on Board again, for ſome Time, bit afterwardsdiſmiſs 4 with . 
; Applauſe, for his gallant Pehavwur, when his Captain came to be inform'd of 
F the true State of the Cale. | | 
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tants, to make appear, that he was not only a perfect Sailor in the Knowledge 
of Things relating to the Sea, bur alfo.very readily vers'd in the Practices 
thoſe that uſe it, upon the Account he was then embark'd in. 5 . 
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Here he ſtay'd cruizing and ſecuring the Commerce in thoſe Seas, for the 


Space of two Years, when the Commadore being recall'd Home, he was chlig'd 


to ſet Sail for his Country; at which he was no fooner arrived, but he found 


his Guardian dead, and himſelf diſpoſſeſs'd not only of his Eſtate, but Aunt's 


Legacy, by a pretended Deed of Conveyance, and Bill of Charges. Whom te 
have Recourle to in eſe Extremities, he knew not, At laft, having receiv 


the Pay that was due to him from the Ship, he commenc'd a Suit againſt 
Knowles his Executors, but all to no Purpeſe ; for what by the Treachery of his 


his Favour. And here an Opportunity offer'd for his being employ'd, and re- 
venge himſelf upon his Country's Enemies, for the Perficies of his pretended 
Friends. King Charles the Id had declar'd War againſt the Dutch for ſeveral 
Incroachments on his Royal Prerogative, and a Fleet was going to Sea to do his 
Majeſty Juſtice for thofe Injuries. Among the Reſt that made Application for 


Preferment on this Occaſion, Avery was one that attended the Board of Admiral- 


ty; but his Fortunes being loſt, his former Favours. were vaniſh'd alſo, and 
thuugh he had ferv'd ſo long under a more genteel Character, he found himſelf 
oblig' to ſubmit to. a Fore-maſt-man's Place aboard the Edgar, where he con- 
tinu'd during that whole War in no other Capacity, than having the Satisfacti- 
on of being ſerviczable to his King aud Country. | 1 

When both Parties were weary of fighting, they began then more feriouſly ta 
enter into the Cauſes of their Enauiry 5 which not being thought ſufficiant to ju- 
ſtify it on either Side, occaſion'd a Treaty of Pace between two Nations, that 
had been beaten enough to make em take Care how they fell together by the Ears 
for the future. This returns our Champion back again of Courle to the Place of 
his Nativity, where having ſome Intereſt, tho” he had none with the Council 


to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Drk, then Lord High Adaniral, he prevaiÞ\4 I 


with ſoine Merchants of Totnes and Plymouth, upon a Ship's being bound for the 
Weſt Indies, to be her Commander, aud was fo fortunare in her, as to perform 
ſeveral Voyages for his Owners, with all imaginab'e Succeſs, The Places he 
traded to for the Merchants, were chiefly the Leeward Iflands ; but his Genius 
being active and enterprizing, he ma le bold to fn farther, and went to the Bay 


of Campe ichy, where he cut down a conſiderable Quantity of Log-wood, traf- 
fick'd with the Spaniards, and return Honm with a very rich Cargo. The 


Merchants Iod upon him as a lucky and bold Commander, his Courage had 


been try'd upon ſeveral Occations, and his Conduct been render'd irreproachable, . 
| thro” the many happy Reſults of it, as all his Behaviour was with as much Gals - . 
lantry as could be expected from the nyoſt reſolute Sailor on the Ocean. Nor did 


he, by ſeveral other Acts of Prudence and Juſtice, miſs cf Nr 2 


own Lawyers, and what by the Pre-p-fleſton of the Judges in his Adverſary's 
| Favour, he found himfelf under rhe Necefliry of going to Sea again, by loſing 
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truſted and employ'd him ; for indeed, to ſpeak impartially of this 7 in, he 
had been worthy of a very great Character, if he had made Uſe of thoſe ex- 
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cellent Qualities, which he was in an eminent Manner Mafter ot for the Bene» _ } 


fit of his Country, as he afterwards manag'd them for its Diſadvantage. - 5 3 
'Tis with a great deal of Addreſs and Difficulty, that ſome very able Politici- 


ans make themſelves belov'd and gſteem'd by thoſe they have a Deſign upon 5 nt 4 
Capt. Avery, without the leait Uncaſineſs, had the Art of gaining the Affe, 
ens of the M | 

clinat ions for his Raving the Excrcife of it; nay, our better Sort of Tarpaw- 3 


ariners, and ſhewiug his Authority, without weakening their In- 
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1 „ 5 
lins, that lay'd Claim to more diſtinguiſhing Apprehenfions, view'd their Ima- 
ges, and doated upon themſelves in the Survey of this. He was, as to his Pro- 
portion, middle-ſiz d, inclinable to be fat, and of a gay Jolly Complexion. His 
anner of living, was imprints} in his Face, and none that ſaw him, but 
might have eaſily rol his Profeſſion, without making Application ro u Par- 


Fridge, Iſaac Bickerjtaf, or any other Aſtrologer in Chriſtegom, for a Scheme to 


know it by. His Temper was of a Piece with his Perſon, daring and good-hu- 
mecaurr'd, if not provok d, but inſolent, unealy, and unforgiving to the laſt De- 
gree, it at any Time impos d upon. His Knowledge in Affairs relating to his 


Calling, was grounded upon a ſtrong natural Judgment, and a ſufficient Experi- 


ence, that was highly advanc'd by an inceflant Application to the Mathema- 
ticks; and notwithſtanding the Remiſſneſs of his Education and Converſe in 
his Minority, he had many Principles of Morality, which, ſince his Defection 
from an equitable Procedure, ſeveral of the Subjects belonging to rhe Crown of 
Great Britain, have ſufficiently experienc'd. 5 

Theſe Vertues, both natural and acquir'd, gain'd bim a Reputation with the 
molt intelligent Perſons, that either apply'd themſelves to Navigation, or had 
Dealings with thoſe that did; and the moſt accurate in their Projections, had 
an Eye upon him, as one that might advance as far upon the Surface of the O- 
cean, and make as ſignal Diſcoveries, as his Predeceſſors, the Admirals Drake 


Aud Hawkins, who had both, like him, been Inhabitants of Plymouth, and were 


rais'd from no higher Beginuings, than our modern Adventurer. But Pate had 
decreed it otherwiſe, and he was juſt upon the Point of ſeeing himſelf a Great 


Man by honeſt Practices, when an unlucky Accident ſhipwreck'd his god For- 
tune, and cccafion'd his being enroll'd in the Liſt of Robbers himſelf, who had 
Not long ſince been plunder'd of his Patrimony, by baſe and indirect Meaſures, 


It happen'd, that among other Paſſions he was ſubject to, that of Love was 
not the leaſt; and he had pitch'd his Eyes upon a Farmer's Daughter, as one 
that would make him happy in matrimonia! Enjoyments after his Re. urn from 


Sea, from which thoſe Pleaſures a vert their Face; and as his Circumſtances 
were as agreeable to the Parents, as his Appearanee to che Daughter, the Porti- 


on was agreed upon, and they were both marry'd, (as every one thought) to 
their mutual and laing Contentment. Tho? it prov'd, that the Farmer was 
none of the honeſteſt, as his Daughter happen' afterwards to fall wider th: 
Character of none of the chaſted ; for the firſt took Advantage of his Son-in- 
Law's taking his Word for his Daughter's Portion, and refus'd to pay him one 

Farthing, the laſt was hopefully brought to Bed of a champion Boy, fix Months 
after the Bridal Night, as much like a certain Inn-keeper in the Town, as if it 
had been ſpit out of his Mouth. *Tis eaſy to imagine ſuch Diſappointments 
as theſe, were enough to fer a Temper on Fire, that was too languine to ket 
fuch Abuſes; wherefore, having withdrawn his Effects from Plymourh, and 

made ready Money of all he was Malter of, he made the beſt of his Way for 
London, and gave a plain Indication, at his Arrival there, that as Hatred and 
Averſion make 1s — — ſo they teach us to diſſemble, while he diſ- 

is' his Thoughts, in order ta put them more miſchievouſly in Execution. 
Here he had no ſooner made the proper Reflexions on his Misfortunes, and 


beeartily curs'd the Authors of his Ruin, according to ancient Cuſtom, but he 
Tut on very honeſt undeſigning Looks, and pays himſelf once more to ſome 


rchants, whole Service he had heen formerly engag'd in, and for whom he 
made many a ſucceſsful Voyage, He pretended a more than ordinary De- 


7 bs : ire, of repairing his Loſſes by Trade; and to that Purpoſe aſſur'd them, that 
be would not only venture all the ready Monies he was already poſſeſs d of, but 


where 


ie had 


 proportionable, was freigbted with rhe richeſt Merchandizes of all t 


A 


whatever Goods his Stock of Reputation could purchaſe, after the unhappy Ac- 


cidents that had befallen him: Which Propoſals were readily clos'd with, and 
the Gentlemen apply'd to, not only fitted him out a Ship of 400 Tuns, ready 


mann'd, victuall'd, aud freights!, but gave him Credit for ſevera! hundred 
Pounds, and made him _—_— go, as well as Commander, This was as he 
could have wiſh*d, and the 
it afforded Capt. Avery a fair Opportunity of providing his Ship with a far 
greater Number of Guns and Men, thau at any other Time would have appear'd 
neceſſary. Neither did the Pa ins he took to procure able Sailors upon tlus Oc» 
caſion, and ſuch as were remarkable for their Courage, give any Manner of Suſ- 
picion to the Owners, but out he ſail'd with as bold a Crew, as ever truſted 
themſelves to Wind and Weather. | Fs 
His firft Exploit, after he had got Sea-Room, was, to ſound rhe Inclination 


of his Men, for nothing was to be done without their Concurrences. He la 'd 
. before em the frequent Hazards _ were oblig'd to run, for no valuable Confile- 
br 


ration That if they would permit him to lead them on, be promis'd one Day's re- 
ſolute Fight fbould make the Reſitue of their Lives an uninterrupted Scene of Plea- 
fure : That it was mere Madneſe to depend on the Merchants, who ſuffer' d the bra», 
weft Fellows to grow old, lame, and miſerable in their Service, without having 


| Regard to their Lab:urs : That *twas an equal Frenzy, to hazard all for the Gays 


vernment, where, as he had perſonally experien'd, Promotion ſeldom attended trus 
Merit; where the Infolence of Commanders was inſufferable, and where the Tar. 


 pawlins of Hunour had nothing to expect for the Reward of their Wounds and Bra- 


very, but a poor Apartment in an unprovided Hoſpital, when Age and ill Uſage had 


render d em unfit for farther Service, With thele, and ſuch like Arguments, 
drawn from the unfortunate Management of the Navy in thoſe Days, and by- 
perſwading his Men, that they ſhould meet with Mines richer than thoſe of Po» 
raf, he fo far prevail'd with em, that, one and all, they determin'd to adhere 


to his Reſolutions. Thus, being well ſatisfy'd with their Conſent to his De- 


ſign, he forthwith made the beſt of his Way to the Iſtand of Frmaica, where he + 


was not a little acquainted, (as the Reader has been before given to underſtand) 
and there diſpos'd of that Fart of the Ship's Cargo which could be cf no Uſe to 


him in his mended Voyage. But an valucky Accident had like to have mart'd : 
his Project, and blaſted a Defign which he had conceiv'd fo hopeful an Opinion 


of; for the Perſon whom he had choſen for his Clerk and Steward, being ap- 
priz'd of the Matter, and puff d up with the Expectation of a great Reward for 
the Diſcovery, had made an Agreement with one of the Ship's Crew, who was 
the Gunner's Mate, to go aſhore the next Day, and make ir known to Sir Wl. 
liam Beeſton, who was then Governor; but the Fellow whom this Reſolution 


was concerted with, had ſome Remorſe amidſt his Want of at, and communica» - 
tell the whole Secret to the Captain, who laid an Embargo on his truſiy Servant, 
till they were our at Sea, and then decently truſs'd him up, for being a Traytos 


to his tray terous and piratical Purpeſes. 


Being victuall'd afreſh, he ineited ſome Perſons, who had been Buccaneers, to 
join him, and with all imaginable Expedition, ſet Sail to cruize in the Indian 
Sea; where, after an Oath taken of every individual Mariner, for Secrecy in 4 
the Affair they were going in Purſuit of, he tack'd about backwards aud forwards 
For a conſ.derable Time, before any Prize of Value came in Sight. Ar laſt, Fortune, - } 


iat intended to make him miſerable,” by being reputed happy, threw in his Way 
a Veſſel of a great Burthen, for ſhe carry'd near a thouſand _ with Guns 


Var bet England and France raging at that Time, 


e Eat, nd | 


J got a Prize of greater Value about her, = mean a Grand-Daughter of Au,, 
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ale, who was then Great Mogul, and commanded an Empire almoſt as exten- 
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Be as any known Quarter of the World. The Force of the Ship, and the vaſl 


Numbers of Soldiers that appear'd on its Deck, at firſt gave no ſmall Uneali- 


nels to Capt. Acer, who was loath to miſcarry in his firſt Attempt, and ſeem'd 
doubrful of Succels at the ſame Time as he was fer on Tip-toe to proſecute it; 


but having rccollected himſelf, he confider'd his own Strength, the Bravery of 


His Scu-men, and their wonderful Skill in naval Rencounters, while the Num- 
bers of the others would rather be a Hinderance to em, than an Advantage, 
an! the Want of being unexercis'd in military Affairs, render'd them as weak 
as they were numerous ; therefore he gave Orders for the Signal of Battel, ard 


immediately commanded to bear down upon the Indians, and exerted ſuch a Cou- 


rage, as if he had prophetically known, that the Reward of his Victory ſhould 
be the moſt gbarming of the fair Sex, and the moſt precious of all ineſtimable 
Things that the F/ could preſent him with. 


The Znz{ih gave but 1 Broadiide or two, when the Indians ſtruck their Co- 


Jours, and refigu'd themſelves to the Mercy of their Enemies. The Cargo of 


this Ship was ſo very rich, that it even ſatiaced che Appetites of the moſt cove- 


. deus of the Mariners; for above the Value of a Mill'on of Money in Silver and 


rich Stuffs, was found therein, and a very agreeable Lady into the Bargain. The 
Captai no ſooner beheld the Lady in Tears, but melted into Compaſſion, forgot 
thoſe inhuman Reſol tions he had taken ar-his Departure from England, and be- 
ing of an amorous Diſpoſition, natwithſtanding his Wife had ſerv' him the 
ſcurvy Trick before-mention'd, inſtead of raviſhing . the Princeſs, which ſome 
Accounts have made mention of, pay'd the Reſpect that was due to her high 


Birth, took her and her Attendance into his own Ship, and after deſpoiling the 
, Veſſel of all irs Wealth, ſuſfer' ir and its Crew to ſteer on to their intended Port. 


Ic feems che Riches of the Ship was de{tyn'd as a Portion for the Princeſs, and 
was fent as 2 Preſent to a Perſian Potentate, who never had the Fortune to enjoy 
the glittering Cargo, nor his intended Spotiſe; for the Captain had phiniler* | 
her of ſomerhing more pleaſing than rhe Jewels, tho' not without her Content, 
and being join'd in Marriage, after the Cuilom of thoſe Foreigners, tor ſhe had 
a Prieſt with her, who did that Office after her Country?'s Manner; and Avery 
was een contented to diſmiſs the Scruples of his being marry*d after the Church 
t Engi md Method, our of Complaifance to io deſiteable a Creature. The reit 
ef the Ship's Crew drew Lots for her Servants, and ro follow rhe Example of 


rhei Commander, even Nay'd their Stomachs 'till the fame Prieſt hid ſaid Grace 


for them, that did it for their Maſter, When they fell ro as heartily, as if they 


were to fealt after that Rate no more duting their Lives; ani being full of 


Wealth, when they were almoſt empty of Love, came in Sight of the Ifland of 
Madagaſcar. | . | | 

This Exploit of rh:irs having reach'd the Mogul's Ears in a ſhort Time after, 
He immediately caus d 300000 Men to advance towards the Engliſh Settlements, 
by Way of Reprifals ; bt the 1a7ia-Company being appriz'd of his Reſentments, 
opt bis Anger with Preſent, 'till they could give Notice to their Corieſpon- 
ears in England, who bought Dr. Dt a fine Gown to apyrar in as their 
Ambaiſzdor at the Mogul's Court; but the Doctor was either too fearful ro ven- 
rute his Carcaſs. where it might not be {af:, or tos intent on a Place which he 


had in View at Home, to go ſo far to ſeek for it Abroad, tho Sir /i] Norris 
\ bravely accepted the Employment, an] went thro” jt with a Courage peculiar to 
His heroick Family, The Mogul, at his Arrival into his Territories, not only | 
_ *gefray'd his Charges, but ſeat him Home with rich Preſents, tho' he had the 
defend 80 die In his Return thicher, and not Ering em Home to his Famir 
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ly in Perſon ; which ſhews, that a coverous Prince minds Money more than 
Conſanguitv, and makes the Maxim good, Thet Princes have no Relntions, while 
either the Extent of their Territories are concern'd, or the Augmentation of their 


Treaſures. 1 5 ; | 

To return to Madagaſcar, where we left our triumphant Heroe and Lover, 
with the reſt of his Adventurers. They were no ſooner in Sight of the Hland, 
bus whole Troops tf Inhabitants came down to the Shore, in order to take a Sur- 
vey of the Ship, and the People he brought with him. The Captain was ſome- 
What ſtartl'd ar ſo numerous an Appearance, but being told of the Fertility of 
the Iſland hy fome of the Buccaneers, and the Diſpoſition of its Inhabitants, 
ſent ſome of 'em with a Flag cf Truce, and Preſents for their chief Comman- 
ders, who no ſooner receiv*d them, but with Expreſſions of Joy after their Way, 
conducted 'em to their King, Their Prince's Reſidence was about three Miles off 
From the Shore, which was furrounded, after the Manner of the Faffern People, 
and made up of great Numbers of Nuts. Here they found drawn up in a Semi- 
circle about 1000 arm'd Men, and in the Midſt of *em far down on a Carpet 
crofs-legg*d three Perſons, who ſeem' ſuperior to the rel by their Habit and Looks, 
The Middlemoſt was the chief, and the other two that far at a convenient Diſtance 
on each Side of him, his Brother, and prime Miniſter of Stare. The Europeans were 
no ſooner come in Sight, but the little Army made a diſmal Cry, and brandiſh'd 


their Spears in the Air, in a ſeemingly threatening Poſture; which they under=- 


liood afterwards by Means of an Interpreter, was deſign'd as a Welcome to Court. 
In an Inſtant, all was Attention and Silence, and 2 or 30 ffiers of Stare ſtept out 
of their Ranks to conduct the Pirates to Audience; who, having paid their Re- 
ſpects in their Country Manner, told him, The Occaſion of their coming into thoſs 


Parts, was, for the Wealth and Advantage of the Country ; that their Commander  .% 


was a very powerful and great Man, and having receiv'd ſome Injuries from the P- 
tentates of Europe, was in Search of a Place convenient, from whence he might 
woleſt en in the moſe ſenſible Part, which was, that of Trade; and that his Arri= 
val in thoſe Parts, would not only make him a Prince formiditle t hy Neizhbours, 
hut all the World would come into an Alliance with their Maſſer, and 4% re to 
make Settlements in hu Territories, His Majeſty, after having hen told, by his 
chief Miniſter, the Purport of their Errand, gave them to un lerſtand, that an 
Alliance with fo great a Commander, Woull be very wel-on 5 and that he 
himſelf would, after due Preparations for his Reception, go in Perton and at- 
tend him to Court; and having given Orders for their Entertaiument, and ſhewn 
his great Satisfaction in the Preſent, which were but Trifles, roſe np, aud re- 
tir'd, as is uſual with the Oriental Princes, to converſe with their Wives. | 
In the mean Time, Capt. Avery, to loſe no Time, ſet aU Hands at work in 
ſounding the Bay of the Eaft Side of this Ifland, in 15 Degrees 390 Minutes South 
Latitude, which was large and capacious, and unexpos'd tothe Fury of the moſt 
tempeſtuous Weather. Towards the Bottom of it lies afmall Titand about ten 
Miles in Circumference, whoſe Land round it being high an] woody, makes it 
a ſure Protection for all Veſſels which anchor'd benzach; and here he choſe zo 
continue till the Return of his Meſſengers, who made him the Report above- 
mention' d. The King of the Country as as geod as his Word in a Day or two 
after, and came very nobly attended to invite the Captain aſhore, who receiv'd 
him under a Diſcharge of all his Artillery, an with all che Reip-& due to 2 
Perſon of the higheſt Character; and having entertain'd hin and his Retime 
with all Things the Ship afforded, which was of an attoniſhiag Bulk to the In- 


\ -  fidels, very frankly accepted of his Invitation, and went aftore, where he found 


a Treatment that was uncommon with Barbarians, and made him aMar'd, chat 


be was nat che only Euggpecn phat had boeh d pon Lhoke Dares, Yeo 
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Here the two Pot entates (fer we muſt after this Interview, ſhare the Govern- 
ment cf this Side of the World between them) enter'd into a perpetual Alliance; 

and having regal'd themſelves after an extraordinary Mauner, flipulated to ſtand 
by each other with all their Forces. When the Captain return'd to his Ship, in 
order to take Poſſeſſion of the Place which was intended for his Aboad, and was 
the Iſlaud we tut now tok! rhe Reader of, and on which, after mooring his Veſ- 
ſel, he landed with all his Crèwz but ſuch as were abſolutely neceſſary to look _ 
after her. In the firſt Place, what he had to do, was to cauſe all the Plunder 
he had got, ro be brought aſhore and take Care, thac an exact Dividend ſhould _ 
be made af the whole, according to the Law of Pirates, who, tho' they make 
it their Buſineſs to prey on Perſons of a different Life and Converfation, yet a- 
mong themfetves obſerve the Nyicteft Rules of Juſtice, He had no ſooner dif- 
* of his Aff lirs to the general Satisfaction, cu Nor Men, and careen'd 
F is Vetlel, but he embark'd again, having left Part of IngTrew with the Women | 
on Shore, to lo k after freſh Booty, an! ſet Sail for the neighbouring Iſles, which  { 
Au contiguovs, and interſpers'd in thoſe Seas not far from one another, ſome bf = 
% which were of dangerous Acceſs, others aftorde convenient Harbours, but all of 
em in general were foun! ro abound with mo!t Neceſſaries of Life, as what 
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were wanting ſcem'd rather delign'd to oblige the Luxurious, than te anſwer the 
Demands or a reafunuble Apfetite. During this Cruize, in which he took two 
i Mooriſh Veſſels, and an Fugliſb Euſt Iugia Slip, but ward- bound, and very rich- 
ly laden, he had Time to conſider of his palt Life and Conduct, an. conſult 
with himſelf for his future Safety. He debated what Cœutſe was moſt proper 
for him to take; to return int Fxgland was dangerous, all the World were his 
Enemies, and if he efcap%} the Danger of the Scas on fichi a Veyage, he had 
Reafon to believe he ſhauid periſh at Land, Theſe Reaſons induc'd him to be 
ſix'd in his Reſolves, to chuſe the Place he hai! left the Women and Plunder in, * 
for a Retreat, ſince none could be more proper than thote very Ifles about which» 
he was then cruizing, their Situation For Trace lying as it were between the Exiſt 
and Wt Ind en Seas. Thrir Neighbourhoo.l ro ſeveral Spice Iſlands, the Civi- 
lity of their inhabitants, their Diſtance from Europe, and the Plenty of Provi- 
fions that were found therein, powerfully induc'd mim ro ſetile hre a Colony, | 
/ which ſcem' ] to be ſecute enough from all rhe Attemprs that rhe Univerſe could | 
make apainit jr. Refolv' i upon this Med. to avoid future Dangers, after 
4 3 having taken anocher Prize, which was ful! of French-men, deſign'd for the 
: ſame Exploits he was then in Exerciſe of, he comunmicated his Thoughts nor | 
only to his Ship's Crew, bur fucn of his Priſoners as were Engliſb os French; | 
And at the ſame Ti ne aſſur'd them, that ſuc! who diſlik' his Propoſal, were at 
Liberty to retire aboard ene of rhe Ships which he would furniſn them with. . 
The Captain's Generofity was ſo very much applanded, that very few, either 
Engliſb or French, except the Commanders of the Eaft India Ship, and Part of 
* His Crew, made the lait Offer their Choice, The French, for their Parts, being 
H ſenſible that they were or# and all in his Power, thought it rather Prudence to 
flare his Fortune, than for him to make himſelf Mafter of theirs, and more, 
than fupply'd the Room of thoſe Sailors that were for feturning into their own | 
5 Countries, thongh moſt of the Euglib tarry'd with their Commander, and 
17 landed with all Materials neceſſary to build a Fort with, for rheir mutual 
Defence. This they effected ip à little Time, and having plac'd ſeveral great | 
1 Guns upon it, and forty eight Pieces of Cannon they had taken out of the Zi 
A India Ship, for the Security of their Perſons and Effects, and call'd it by the 
Name of Fort Avery, in Honour of their Leader, but as Bulwarks and Artille- 
Ty were not able to pieferve this piratical Governgaent, without n 
| | ' y utio ns 9 
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ſtitutions neceſſary for its Well-being and Continnance, ſeveral new Cuſtom 
and Ordinances were propos'd, and conſented to by the Generality of the Ra. 
vers, conducive as they Igagin d neceſſary for the Preſervation of their new State; 
and Avery was with abundance of Ceremony choſen and confirm'd in the Digni- 
ty of being their Chief, with ſuch a Power as the Doges or Dukes of Venice 
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and Genoa are now poſſeſs'd of. 


After this Republick of Pirates had thus order'd all Things to their Satisfa- 


ion, thoſe who had Leave to retire, were ſhipp'd for the Veſtern Iflands in one 
of the Mooriſh Veſſels, and part of Avery's new Subjects remain*d upon the I- 
ſland, while the other weiglt'd Anchor from thence, in Search of new Adven- 
tures, under the Command of Monſ. de Sale, who was naut in Power to the 
new Duke, who, for his part, with his other Companiuus, who had Women 
for their Shares, gave himſiblf up ro the Careſſes of his new Princeſs. As Time 
obliterates the moſt deep Impreſſions of Sorrow, io the Lady was not long be- 


fore ſhe forgot the Pleaſures of her Grand-father's Court, in the Joys of her own, | 


and found herſelf happily brought to Red of a Son ſoon after her Huſband's be- 
ing inveſied with his new Dignity, while the Female Part of her Retinue were 


no leſs backward in preſenting their Huſbands with the Fruits of their conjugal 
Endearments. But tho? the Commander in chief, with a ſmall Number or his 


Followers, had theſe Advantages, the reft of em were Strangers to Venereal 


Enjoyments, and being Maſters of the fame Paſſions, were under a Reſtraint of 
being Strangers to the fame Friviledges ; wherefore it was refolv*d, nemine con- 


tradicente, that a Supply ſhould be granted for the Good of their new-modell'd 
Government, and the firſt Voyage ſnould be made in Queſt of Women, to perpe- 


tuate it by way of Generation, left the Want of Aſſiſtants from that Sex, ſhould, 


in Proceſs of Time, render jr exriact by a Failure of Succeſſion, Nor was For- 
tune averie to their Defires, the Ship ſoon return'd with a Cargo of Ladies, Tis 


tue, their Compler ion was none of the faireſt, but Neceſity rakes up with every 
hing; and when they were weary of theſe, *rwas in their Power to have 


more at the ſame Price, it being the Cuſtom of the Iſlands, and of that part of 
the Continent of Afrien which Iny near, to barres for Wives as they do for Cat- 


tel, and you might as eaſily purchaſe a young Virgin of her Patents, as a Tooth 


of Ivory, both being the Commodities and Merchanvize of thole Countries, only 


here lay he Difference, the Lady was of leſs Value than the Tooth. 


Thus Capt. Avery and his Adherents, meeting with all they could in Reaſon 
defire in that part of the World where they liv'd, refolv*i to make their conſtant 
Reſidence, and by Force or Perſwaſion, oblig: ſeveral Europeans to partake in 


the Fortunes of their uew- ſtructur ã Commonwealth 5 and in a little Time Fame 


ſo aſſiſted their Intentions, that ſeveral Pirates of all Nations came to ſettle 


themſelves under his Protection, and he ſaw himſolf in Poſſeſſion of a Govern- 


ment larger than he could have imagiu'd in the Infancy of his Adventures. By 
this Acceſſion of Strength, he not only enlarg'd his Territories, but made all the 


neighbouring Princes his Tributaries. Towns were built, Communities eſtas 


bliſh'd, Fortifications built, and Entrenchments flung up, as render'd his Domi- 
nions impregnable and inacceſſible by Sea and Land; and tho' Commadore War- 
ren came into thoſe Parts with a Squadion of Men of War, to drive em from 


_ thence, he had the Mortificaticn to fee ſuch Efforts not only hazardous, but im- 


practicable, and to return Home without any other Effect, than diſperſing a Par- 


don, which was embrac'd by few of the Captain's Adberenrs, becauſe their Come 
mander in Chief was excepted. | 


But as in all Conſtirutions and Podics Politick, there are fill ſome Members 


that @oppale it, of diftorent Inclinatians, and WAG, [way'd by Ambition, oy 
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Aſs' by Diſaffection, think themſelves capable of commanding the whole, anc 
highly injuc*d while they are made ſubſervient to a Power that is uperior to m; 
10 it was with de Sale, who, not being content to be ſecond, loſt ms Life, with 
his Expectations, while he was attempting to be ficft, This Man was a brave 
and daring Officer, but not being content that Are had not only par his Life, 
when he firſt made him his Priſoner, but allo atvanc2d him te be is Vice- roy, i 
as it were, and the next in Command under him, he reſolv'ꝗ to return thoſe Acts 
of Mercy and Compaſſion, with the higheſt Injuitice and CHelty. The Lady | 
that fell to his Share for a Help-mate, was neither beautiful, like Capi. Avery's. ö 
nor of high Friction, and he could not catt an Eye on the one, w3icuaur having | 
the utmoſt Ave ſion for the other. He made ute of all the little Ariifices he | 
could, to make the other's Lady acqua inte with his Paſſion; bur <cither ſhe had | 
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too much Gen-rof:ty for her Huſband's Friend and Deputy, or too little Know- 
ledge in the Art and Myſteries of Love, to be ſenſible of his Deſigns, without a 
more formal Declaration: Whether it was Ignorance or Addreſs in her, it is 
nothing to our Purpoſe ; the more innocent ſhe appear'd to the French-Man, ſhe 
ſeem'd flill Miſtreſs of the more Charms; aud he rok Reſolutions to enjoy her, 
that were as fatal as his Love was criminal. The Captain's Abſence from the 
Place of his = Abode, on ths Affairs of his Government, gave the Villain an O; - 
portunity of being more ſedulcus in his Addrefles, and he laid hold of it with an 
Eagerneſs that fhew?d how impatient he was of any Delay, as he took Time by the 
Forelock in the following Manner, As the Violence of his Paſſion had made hin 
reſoliue and intrepid, ſo the Deſpair of ſuc eeding in his Amours by fair Mans, 
made him wholly intent how to accompliſh his Defires by foul, whatſoever | 
o ild be the Conſequence : Bur firſt he rhought it a Piece of Diferetion, to 
feel the Pulls of his Country-men the French, to whom he addreſs himſelf by i 
way of Comin, relating to che Tyranny of the Engliſh, who would Lord it o- 
ger *em in range manner, unle/s Methods were ſpeedily atply'd, to prevent their 
exorbitant Increaſe of Power. He told them, that it was but too viſible to thoſe | 
N .who would make any Enquiry into his poſt aud preſent Conduct, that Avery aim'd 
1 at a deſpotical and arbitrary Government ; that ſuch Deſig us were deſtructive of the; 
1 wery Being of their Settlement ;, that it bebov'd every well-merning Perſon, efpecial- | 
N dy thoſe of the French Nation, who hal been ſo long i to Conguje, to HEN off 
a Toke that would never be got rid of, without their immediate taking Advantage of 
de Cnptaini's Abſence ;, that it was their Turn to relieve the Guard, and do Duty at 
0e Calile that Day, ond they at this very TunTure not only bad it in their Power 
to deliver themſelves from apfroaching Slavery, but making Terms with their Prince, 
whom they Lad highly offended ty tranſæreſſing the Law of Nations, in taking ſus 
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15 unlawful Comes as they were ford to under their preſent Circumſtances; that al 

L the Riches of Avery, which were inconceiveably great, were lodg'd in the Caftle | 
hey were going to he poſſeſs'd of, aud that beſides thoſe Riches, they might have inn. 
0 menſe Treaſures from the Mogul, in reſcuing his Grand- dnugbter, the Princeſs, from 
ber unjuſt Confinement, and deliver ng her into bis Hands, which might be dong by . 

9 du Capitntmion. To conrlude, be conjur'd 'em, by the Honour of their Country, 
" end the Reſteſt they bore ty him, their Commander, who had journey'd ſo many . 
1 | Thouſand Leagues with em, to ſhew themſelves like Men, in order to he poſſeſs'd „ 
2 fo gloriow a Reward; and for bis Part, he wonb'd wot only lead em on, but woulas. 
he the laſl that ſhould ſee *em 0 Board their own I'efje! again, in their Return Home, 
| after the Profecution of ſo noble and equitable a Peu. The Proſpect of Gain, 


SR. 
* 


the Hopes of having their Pardons, and the Returu to their native Soil, were | 
Arguments too perf waſive not to make Iinpreſſions upon the. Minds of Men, who,  *. 
being accuſtom'd to the Acts of Parbarity, made no Scrupls of falling imo M 
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Confuſion. 


ecution was accordingly put in Practice, without any Remorſe on the Side of the 
17 Perſons, that while they were made the Objects of other Folks Tertor, 
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live and die with their Commander, and as ſoon as the Watch-Bell ſhould ſound, 
after their being poſleſs'd of the Caſtle, to fall to, and plunder all they ſhould 
find in their Way, and neither ſpare Man, Woman, or Child, but the Princeſs 
and her Family. But here, as before at Jamaica, Capt. Avery's good Genius was 


ſuperior to his evil, and ſtood by him once more, in Oppoſition to his Enemies, 
tho? perhaps to reſerve him for greater Misfortunes, if he perſiſts in the Courſe 


of Life he yet continues to take. One Pickard, of de Sale's Crew, had been ve- 
ry much abus'd by him, baſtinado'd, and under an Arreſt frequently when on 
Board with him, befides incapable of returning to France again for other Crimes, 
as Murder and Inceſt, ſhonld that of Piracy be forgiven him; wherefore, after 
having long ſought for an Opportunity of Revenge, he eould not but hug him- 
ſelf at the Thoughts of this, as an infallible Means to diſpatch his Enemy. 
What does he therefore do, but makes ofl to the Captain of, the Guard, one Rj- 
chardſon, a Corniſh- man, and formerly Avery's Lieutenant, and acquaints him 
with the intended Conſpiracy, giving him to underitand, thay unleſs he took 
ſpeedy Meaſure to prevent it, two Hours Time would bring about ſuch a Turn 
of Affairs as would be the wa voidable Ruin of their whole Colony. Richard- 
ſon, for his Part, was a prudent Man, and wiſely enter tain'd a true Senfe of the 
Danger which his Maſter's Affairs were going to be involv'd in; wherefore, the 


firſt Thing he did, was, to diſpatch a Meſſenger to Capt. Avery, with an Ac- 


count of the Premiſes, and to defire his ſpeedy Return, promifing not only to 
fecure his pernicious Deputy, but not to admit any Forces to relieve the Guard 
in the Caſtle. All this was punctually perform'd ; for de Sag coming, as his u- 


ſual Cuſtom was, to pay his Relpects to the Princefs about an Hour before the 


Guard was to be rcliev'd, was immediately pur nnder an Arrelt, to his great 


out thote of his Accomplices, ſo he was to look out for Meaſures ſuitable to this 
End, which was happily accompliſh'd by his calling in a whole Sbip's Crew of 


Fueliſb, who were quit come into Port with freſh Booty, Theſe he diſpos'd ig 


ſuch a Manner with thoſe he had before in Garriſon, fo as when the Relief ſhould 


no other Concemn under their Sufferings, than tor their Villauias not being 


Froſperauss. 
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Put as it was not enough to make a Scizure of his Perſon, Witz- 


Tares that were conſonant to it; wherefore they jointly, one and all, agreed t 


3 * * 


pProſperotis. As Plots are for the Uſe ani Confirmation of Goverp ments, when 
Anſuccelsful, fo was this highly to the Advantage of the Captain and his nec | 
Dignity ; for not only vaſt Riches fell to him by the Forfcitare of theſe Con- 
Ipirators, but the great Council of the Iſtand agree, one and all, te paſs ſuch 
wholeſome Acts in his Favour, as rais']! him to a Pitch of Sovereignty not a- 
ny waysanf-or to the greatell Potentates. , | 5 
Twas not only mach high Trea ſon to contrive againſt his Perſon, but to ſpeak 
little of his Authority; and he ſaw himſelf invefle! with a Power as deſpotick 
as one of the moſt arbirrary Principles coul! wiſh for, or the higheſt Ambition 
could have in View. Eut as, amidſt all the Proſperities of Life, Reflexions on 
the ſhort Duration of it, will ſoetimes intervene, and the Inelinations of Man- 
kind are not fo ſunk in Vice, as to admit no Thougins that border upon Vertue, | 
fo the Captain could not but lean after, a Profveck of his own native Country, | 
and the Detire of finiſning the Remain ier of his Days where he firſt had the 
_ Happineis of fe-ing the Light, Whicu was increas'sd by looking into his paſt 
rimes, and a jul! Survey of what he muſt one Day antwer for at a-Heavenl 
Tribunal, tho? he found intel out of the Reach of one that was Earthly. Theſe 
Confiderations, which he tour! himfelf more and more ſubject to, induc'd him 
to make Application to the F:7ll/þ Company trading to the Eaſt Indies, for Par- 
don; ant having an Opportumry by one af their Ships, which was then brought 
in, and which he order' ] to be immediately releas'd with great Civilities, he 
177 51 following Letter to Capt. Pits, the Governor of Fort St. George, 
8 , | 85 a | 
THE Bearer can teſtify my Reſps Ts to the Company, by bringing you thu ; and 
whatever my Deme nor hos been to other Nations, you may always reſt afſur'd 
of my particular Deference to my own. Nothing lies more at Heart on my fide, than 
that I have given'Occafiox for her Majeſty's Subjets formerly to complain of me; 
| but as I have it in my Power to make ample Amends, fo 1 am now ready to do it after 
- what manner ſpall be thought convenient, provided I may be ſuffer d to return Home 
to my own Country in Safety, with ſuch Effects as ſhall be thought needful.. The Ne- 
| eeffities of the War, in all Probability, may make a Propoſal of ſome Millions of Mo- 
ney, not altogether unacceptable: And tho? I am capable of main aining my ſelf 
| where I am, againſt whatſoever Power can be brought againjt me, yet my Diſreliſh of 
Things that are unjuſt, and my Inclination to do my own Country Service, as well as 
loſe my Eyes in it, are ſo prevalent with me, as to make me defirs your good Offices 
in ths Affair, and tell you, that I am, with all imaginable Reſpect, Sr, 
| 1 . Your moſt obedient Servant, John Avery. 
This Letter, according to Requeſt, was tranſmitted into England, but whether 
the Euſt India Company thought it not adviſeable to be preſented to the Govern- 
ment, or the Minittry took no Notice of it, as an Affair too difpicable, and di- 
rect coming to Terms with a Pirate and Rebel, as well as Violator of the Laws 
of Nations, it is not in my Power to determine; for he had no manner of An- 
to it, and was left to take ſuh Meaſures as he ſhould think myſt conducive to his 
preſent Circumſtances, which were ſuch as not to render him contemptible. But 
to return to Madagaſcar, without makirg Enquiry into our Tranſactions at 
Home. This remarkable Deliverance of the Captain from the Machinations of 
His Enemies, not only gave Being to a Law, That all French-men whatſover 
ſhould depart that Iſland, but, occafion'd Reſolutions in Avery and his Council, 
to perſue em to Death, whereſvever they ſhould find 'em. And aceordingly 
2 Fleet was equipp'd to obſtruct their Commerce, and defiro7 cheir. Sertlements | 
ö in the North Part of that Ifland; wit. h was effected witi that Vigor ani! ; 
| - Gelerity, that al the Reſiſtance could be made by the Enemy, . — By 
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remote ſoever he was from the Confines of 3 not to foreſee tnat Attempts wo 


a es, 1 
deep Bitch fix or ſeven Foot wide, and their Houſes built of Flanks. The Air is extream 
hor, and they have never any Snow nor ke. 7 


* — ? 


| em; and return d from Port t. Mary (for was the chief” 
ab ge cm. EY ad been in Poſſeſſion of ever ſince the Year 1664) with up- 


wards of two Millions in ray * chang and other valuable Commodities; a fourth Part 


ich fell co the Captain's Share, according to rhe Conſtitution of his Government. 
of Thus he grew in Wealth, as he grew in Years, and ſedres a Week paſs d without ſome 
new advernitious Booty ; ſo that it Money could purchaſe his Pardon and ſafe Return, he 
had wherewithal to reduce France, notwithſtanding their coining their Plate, wichout 
any farther Taxes upon the Subj<&t © and he had nothing ſhort of the Regal Authority 
hut a Right ro exerciſe it: For the Fame of his Adventures had brought all manner 6 
People ro live under his Gavernmentz and he nor only coin d Money with his own Im- 
preſs upon It, but took upon him the Stile, in his Edicts and Declarations, that is to be 
made uſt of by Sovereign Princes. And he not only beat the French out of their Domi- 
nions in that Ifland, but, to gratify his Aravition by not 3aving any Thing like a Com- 

etitor, Wag'd War with the King of the Country, that ſo handſomely receiv'd him at 

is Frſt coming to it, and having reduc'd him, makes him now live under the Denomi- 


nation of a dub ct. 


But as has been ſaid before, al! Governments are inſecure, chat are founded upon Vi- 


olence and Rapine, ind tho' he had been prgferv'd from the Attempts of H is pretended 


open and avow'd Enemies; nor was he ſuch a Stranger to the Affairs of 3 
made to difladge him from thence on every fide, at the Concluſion of a general Peace: 
He therefore ict himſelf at work to regulate, arm, an! diſcipl in- bis Militia, and having 
form'd them into ſeveral Regiments, found them to make fiftuen thouſand effective Meng 


| Friends, he had al! imaginable Reason to make uſe of Means to defend himſelt from his 
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His Preparations at Ca were nothing behind thole at Land, and he jaw himſelf Maſter ' 


of more thian forty Veſſels of War, from ſeventy to thirty fix Guns, that could be laid 


up on Occa ſion in a Baton that was defended by a Mole and a hundred Pleces of Cannon. 


e Forts were likewiſe kept in Repair, and ſuch additional Works added to em, as 


might defeat all the Meaſures ſhould be taken againft him, and every Thing was put in- 
to ſuch a Pofture, as not only enabled him to reps! Force b 


y Force, but de:y'd the Ap- 
proach of an Enemy wichin Reach of em. To go farther than this, would be to impoſe 
upon the Veracity of the Relators, as well as the Belief of the Reader, 

ſon that gives theſe Memoirs, left the Captain when he firft made Overtures for Par- 


don; wherefore we ſhall releaſe him from any farther Enquiries, by 2 faithful and trus 


Account of the Country which he is now poſſeis'd of, and which he may take as follows, 
8 or St. Lawrence's Iſland, ſo called becauſe diſeover'd on that Day; and, 

M according to ſome, from Lawrence, a Portugueſe, who diſtover d it in 1505. Tha 
French, iu the Reign of Henry the IVth, call'd it the Dauphine's lland. It is ſu 

Bos d to be the Menuthias of Ptolomy, and the Cerne- Xthiopia of Pliny. It lies in the 


Mthiopian Sea, and points Weſtward cowards Zanguebar and the Cafres, on the Coaſt af 


Africk,— *Tis about 50 Leagues in Length, and do or 100 in Breath. It is under the 


Torrid Zone, and the Tropluck of Cafricorn. It Hath abundance of Capes, and moſt of 
Ebeny-Trees, and others, whoſe Wood is 


them cover'd with Citron and Orange, or 

ipeckPd. The Rocks are of exceBient white Mark e, whence flows the beft and pureſt 

Water in the World. The Country is divided into many Provinces; but thoſa towards 

the North, are unknown to the Europeans. Their Villages are compoſs'd of moveabls 
uch as four Men can carry. Their Towns are encompalſs'd with Pales, and a 


Here are ſeveral Mines of Len and fine Steel. They have ſome Mines of Gold, but 

is very pale. Moft Sorts of precious Stones are to be found in their Rivers; and they 

have Store of excellent Honey, ſweeter and harder than ours, reſembling Sugar. They 

ke Wine or Mead of Honey, which is the moſt common; Wine of Sugar, and a Sort 

of Cyder. They extract Oil from ſeveral Plants, Fruits, Nuts, and Grains, and have a 
Sort of kgrth, as good as the Terra Sigillata of Lemnes. | 

Here grows abundance of white Pepper, and prec ous odoriferous Wood of divers Co- 

Jours, ey have alſo Store of Canes of a vaſt rieizhe and Thicknels, tall and round, 


of which they make Pots, Bottles, Violins, and Harps, Boats that will hold wo Perſens, 


and Sedans, and take Care to give them a certain Bent, when young, to render em fit 
for their Purpoſe. Theſe Canes, which they call Zamboches, bare a Pich within, much 


ey have a very good Tobacco, and alto a Sort of — wg Leaves they it uin- 


dead of it, which being chew'd, makes them fall afleep, a 


becauſe-the Per- 


afterwards renders chem 


*/paerdinary digartuly bus ieh as are net accufiom'd to it, it makes mad for three er 


eſteem d by the Indian, Arabians, & Perſans, & call'd the Sugar of the Bamba's,or Bambeches, | 
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From the forezoing Deſcription, may be concluded | 
be to the Crown of Great Britain, if Means could be tound Cn by our Superiors, elels 
| | Ati PofleHon of this wealthy land, 
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ur Days. The Inhabitants are afren incommodom with Toes. which deſtroy att rt 
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* Corn and Fruits; but me Natives gather up the Locufts, and feed won them. Here n 
. 50 great Plenty of nome Animals, except Cromdilos, and great Sernents with Pail p 
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#7 Ink is a ſort of un made of a Tree call'd Ararvaranto, und their Pens made of Can 
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Fet not ſo diFerent, but that they under itand one 2n0 
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Tbe Natives are oi rwo Sorts, black and white th latter, by thair Names and Custom 


fem to be of Jemiſh Fxtfact. All of em go naked, but cover their Predon ts Wong 
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5p ; us many as they 221. maintain. The Men 1 re CONF ECGUS, an} delpiſe Death and the; | of 


Arms are Javelint, Vows and Arrows. The Won are very diſcreet, and Cxtræ m 
Vvirtuous. Their Langnese and Writing reſeinbles chere. Their Paper is veliow i 
and fi C. Leing ! FFF PET is YEItOW i 
very ſmoot“ and fi, heine made of the inner [ind of 2 ertain Tree, call'd Avs. Ts 


They beli- ven 2d Godly the Creator of Heaven and Furth, who rewards the Good amt 
' Finiſhes the a: They call him Zanbarre, and ſacrifice to him, but without Temples | 
They own ao, dt chere are good and vi fnggls, and ars mightilv afraid of che D 
vil; and in alt ther Sacrifices, they throw the Devil che firſt Bit, to pacity him. Fes 
Priefts are nſual'y Magicians, and give cm polls and Charms to prevent Miſchief Hum 
the Devil. They live in Hords liket = Trriars inde one Chictawhomn they call Tithich.: 
Which Authority fs many emes uturrt] by hin whio is noft pawerful. The lareR Reta. 
tion from this linzrd, inlorims us, that the Prirces are govern'd by betty Vrinces. os 
OGrand es, and the ente art divided into fetal Ranks; tho? all theſe Princes, in 
ene Reduttion of the iſland by Cpt. hv, ars under his Obedience. When the Gran.w 
dots viſit ne another, newi: gcei ves the vi it, DOIrOft tures Mis nandſomeſt Wiſe the 
ober: bud che common Feor'y enterta her Fijends and Strangers in the ſame | * 
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ner. Ther Crandees arg nich defjiented with Comedies. Their Comedians, wi 
they tel SPATE, in root etves clots „And at ia the Rabit of W omen, and play their ® 
Part in a ee divgtilingiy t e ugh. | | . 3 
The Arges venerally very temper ge. an] exccoding whotome. The oppoliign® 
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crdinary truictul, in many acts afrordinz all i hings nec ary for the: Life of Mani | 
greatPleny, . Tine longeſt ay in the Nor Parts, 's abeuf 13 Hors an! half, and 
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Morte ſt in che $997/ 2 How's ond thece quarters. and che N hes proportionably, , 
£4, The duefcſt mm ditiss of rhis Place, 2:6, Rice, Hides, ax, Cums, Chrifta!, Sr 
*Fonma, ber and Word, of all forts, © owards it lee Parr of thi: land. 1 
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ron and Steel, and yields git Sore of tre OH of Sepanim, Nu tile alu VE 
is an excellent M<edicioai 1H of hot Water, which proves a ready Cure for cold Diic- 
empers in the l imbs, in th. fame Netunbourhood, is an high M, niain, on wine Top 
ie a remarkable Spring of very falt Wain cho? apwirds of thirty Leagues trom che 8.4 
in rhe Southern Ppatts are molt forts of Mineral Watts, very different both in Coloar! 
Jaſto, and Q12licy. and wine Fiaces afford larse Vi ow Bitumen, in this idend 35 alf, 
a Civer, who Grivel is wo exceeding hoc, chat here's n teading upon it, and yet the; 
Water of that River is extrem cold. . ; * 1 l 
Divers inemer Cuſtoms prevail in ſeveral Parts of this land, particularly theſe pa 
ft. i: anv Woman be deliver'd of a live Child, and 3tterwards dic in Child bed, the 
living Child is bury' with the dead Motier, being better (ay chey) that the Che 
ſhouid dig, thin live, having no Mother to look after it. he other is, their expolingg 5 

their Children w wild Bes, if brought forth upon an unlucky Day, (s they term J's 
or du 115 10me untortunzte be ts of the Planets, as their Frieſts pretend co tell hem x 
and jo numęrou. arc thoie Days they term wnluck that almott one halt ofthe Feat, 
account d ſuch; which is the Reaſon the Iſland is fo thin!y ſtock d with Inliabitan s. © 
The Language here us'd, is barbarous; almoſt ever) Province has its peculiac Vialeck 
ther ; ſo that the Natives ot u 


» : 
Hand may be lad to have but one Tongue in common 3 mong ein all. 3 
a ; what a mighty Advantage it woot 
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109 Juppreis theſe Pyrares by Force, and, ſo gct 
d Compliznce with tuch Advances as have been ma 


ich matt r<rmirare in an entire tarrendy of a Country tA! | | 
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